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advance on Daraji and do his best to induce the
Sheikh to give himself up. Daraji village itself was
not to be " chastised/' as it had not been guilty of
the crime of Abu Risha, and strict orders were issued
that it was not to be fired upon unless the villagers
opposed the British advance.
The bearded Captain of the leading fly-boat,
which was of course the flagship, asked me to come
with him in the first place to make sure that he went
to the right spot, and also to parley with any Arabs
who might turn up, and tell him who were friends
and who were enemies. These fly-boats were really
little more than floating gun-platforms, with a
twelve-pounder in the bows and a four-inch gun
aft. They were manned by the Royal Navy and
flew the white ensign, but on the Euphrates at any
rate they had no chance of manoeuvring and could
only go straight up and down the river, whose
channel was so narrow that they could not always
be sure even of turning round. They were by no
means invulnerable, but their armour-plating re-
sisted a rifle bullet at all but point-blank range,
and we did not expect to come up against guns.
We arrived at dawn at the place two miles down-
stream of Daraji where the Gurkha battalion was
to disembark, and I was put ashore with one Arab
scout to wait for their steamer, which was a mile or
so behind. The Captain offered to wait until it
came up, but there was no sign of life on the bank,
and I said that I should be all right if he and the
Territorials went on. Hardly had they left me
when I heard a distant war-chant, and peering
through the grass at the top of the steep river-bank
I saw a party of Arab horsemen riding towards me.
They had no doubt seen the masts of the four